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Promize, they separated into two parties,
called Nephites and Lamanites, respec-
tively, after their leaders. They grew to
be great nations and oolonized North
America also. Religious strife sprang up
between the two nations becanse of the
wickedness of the Lamanites; the Neph-
itles, however, adhered to their religious
traditions and the worship of the true
God. Christ appeared in the New World
and by his administrations converted
many of both peoples to Him. But
towards the close of the fourth century of
our era, both Nephites and Lamanites
backslid in faith and became involved in
war with each other which resulted in
extermination of the former people.
The numerous tumuli scattered over tbe
face of the country cover the remains of
the hundreds of thousands of warriors
who fell in their deadly strife. Mormon
and his son Moroni, the last of the Neph-
ites who escaped by concealment, de-
posited by divine command the annals of
their ancestors, the Bock of Mormon
written on tablets, in the hill of Cumorah,
Ontario County, New York, in the vicin-
ity of which the last battles of these
relentless enemies took place.”

This is the account which John T.
Bhort, without giving any reason
therefor, pronounces a pretentious
fraud. But why this account of the
early settlement of America I8 not
worthy of an equal amount ot respect-
ful attention and investigation with
the score and upwards of other theories
of pre-historic origin of American
races cited by him is inconceivable.

After an interesting description of
the military defenses, mounds, citadels,
weapons, etc., Mr. Prelst makes a pen
plcture of an ancient American battle,

“Nothing’”’ he says ‘“of a warlike
character conld exceed the grandeur
of a fight maintained from the base to
the summit of one of the tremendous
teocalls, or pyramids. Wemay suppose
then gathered from their more scal-
tered work of ruin, and circling, with
yells of fury, the immediate precincts
of the mound, while the rushing mul-
titude fly from their burning habita.
tions toward their last resort. The
goal is gained; the first who reach it
ascend to its top; rank after rank suc-
ceed, till in frightful circles of ferocious
warrlors, the whole pyramid is but one
living mass of fury. Now the enemy
come pouring round as a deluge, and
begirt this Ainal refuge of the waiting
populace, while warrior facing warrior
each moment fells his thousands, by
the nolseless death-slab of the dirk
of copper; while from the ranks above,
the silent but vengeful arrow does its
work of death. Here, from the strong
arm and well practiced sling-stones
with furious whizzing through the air
ocover in showers the distant rquadron
with dismay. Circle after circle, at
the base, both of invader and invaded,

fall together in glorlous ruin. Now
the top, where waved such signals of
deflance as rude nations could invent,
becomes thinned of its defenders, who
pressing downward, as the lower
ranges are cut in pieces, renew their
fight. Now the farthest
the enemy near the fatal centre. Now
the destinles of conflicting nations
draw nigh; those of the pyramid have
thrown their last stone, the quiver s
emptied of its arrowr; the last spear of
flint and battle-axe have fled, with
well directed aim, amid the throng.
Burrender, captivity, erlavery and
deatb, wind up the account, a tribe
become extinct, whose bones, when
heaped together, make & new pyramid.
Buch, doubtless, is the origin of many
of the frightful heaps of human bones
found scattered over all the West.”?
Jorun H. KELSON,

REMARKS
Made by President Wilford Woodruff,
at Cache Stake Conference, held a!

Logan, Sunday Afternoon, Novem-
ber &, 1891,

[REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER.]

I would like to talk a little to the
Latter-iay Saints who have assembled
here this afternoom, if [ can get the
faith of the Baints and the Spirit of the
Lord to assist me.

This morning, before coming to
meeting, I studied with a good deal of
interest eome paintings at Brother
Moses Thatcher’s — ‘‘Christ before
Piiate,”” and ““Christ on Calvary.” I
thought to myself, in looking at the m,
that the Savior, as Brother Joseph F.
Smith had said, certainly descended
below all things. He came down
here to earth, was born of woman, in
adispeneation a| Pointed of tke Father,
and tabernacled in the flesh. See him
travel from the manger to the cross,
onward through blood to the throne of
grace appointed unto Him, in poverty
and in affliction, never handling any
money that we, have any account of,
Think for o few moments the short
time that He labored in the flesh
after His appointment by the Falther—
three years and a half, Look at the
suffering that He went through, the
labor He pertormed—the organization
of the Church of God, the appointing
ot Twelve Apostles, of seventy Apos-
tles, and a few dlsciples, who followed
Him during that period. Then reflect
that not only He himself was con-
demned and crucifled, shedding Hls
blood for the redemption of the world,
but every one of His Apostles was put
to death for the word of Glod and testi-
mony of Jesus Christ, excepting John
the Revelator. They could not kill
him, the Lord having appointed him
to live; otherwise, he would have been
slain with the rest. While looking at
the Bavior nalled to the cross—a Jew,
through the loins of Abraham and
David, condemned by the Jews as well
as the Gentiles, I thought of our own
condition In these mountains. We have
passed through sixty years as a people,
and why have you got the Presidency
with you today? Why have you

circle of |

Apostles living in your midst, walking
your streets in freedom, after sixty
years? Why do you have upwards of
two hundred thousand Latter
Baints gathered together in these val-
leys of the mountains, in the midet of
a generation of sixty millions of

le? These are questions which sheuld

answered in the minds of the Lat-
ter-day Salmats, There is a meaning,
brethren and sisters, toall these things.
We live in a different dispensation,
and under a different order of things,
in one seose, to what the Bavior and
the Apostlee did. 'lhatwasaday of
sacrifice. Those holy men who bore
the A postleship in that day were ready
to lay down their lives with the Bavior,
and their lives were short oompned
with the history of the Church of God
io our day- They were all slain, with
one exception, and Ged took them to
Himself. Hoe also took the Priesthood
from the earth, and it remained in the
hands of God the Father and His Son
Jesus Christ until 1829, Lobpg centuries
E:ued away. Milllons of human
inge were born, dwelt on the esarth,

dled, and wentinto thespirit world,and
not one soul of them; so far as we
haveany knowledge, had power to go
forth among mankind and administer
in the ordinarcces of the Goapel of life
and salvation. There were, doubtless,
millions of good men, who acted up to
the best light that they had. There
were such men as John Wesley, Martin
Luther, Wicklifte, Zwingli, Melanc-
thon, snd thousands of others, who
came forth in their day and preached
the Gospel according tothelight which
they possessed. But they did not bave
the power to administer in one ordi-
nance which had any force after death.
They did not hold the holy Priesthood,

Now, in our day and generation, we
have arrived at a point in the history
of the world when this Priesthood is
restored. T'he Lord raised up Joseph
Bmith. He came forth in the proper
time. Heorganized a Church. Who
was Joseph Smith? Was he a lawyer?
Was he adoctor of divinity? Was he
what is called a great msp, a learned
man? No, he was but a youtb; the
world would say an illiterate, ignorant
youth. He was an unnlearned youth
in the things of the world. But he was
a pure man., He came forth through
the lineage of Abraham, [eaac and
Javcob. He was prophesied of by
the ancient patriarchs and proph-
ets, The Book of Mormon gives his
name. Joseph Smith was moved upon
by the Holy Ghost, and he was admin-
istered unto, In answer to his prayers,
by the Father and the Sonj and the
Father said to him, “This & my be-
loved Bon, hear ye Him.” He list-
ened strictly to the words of=Jesus
Christ, and continued to do so until
he, like the Savior, was put to death,
though he was not crucifled, because it
was not the custom of the day. I may
say that it seemed strange to me at that
time why the Prophet and his brother
Hyrum were permitted to be taken out
of our midst. But Joseph Bmith, by
commandment of God and by the
power and revelations of heaven, was
ordained and laid the foundation of
this great dispensation and fulness of
times. He was brought into the world
and ordained to organize this Church
of Christ for the last time upon this
earth, to prepare it for the coming of
the Son of Man., After his death, on
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reflection, I became convinced that he
had besa ordained to die—to sked his
blood as a testimony to this dispensa-
tion. But jifat does not take away the
ju&hmen‘&t m those whg put him to
d s must peeds be that offenses
come; but woe to that man by whom
the offense cometh.”? As [ bave
sald, Joseph Bmith was an illt-
erate man; but afterwards his
teachers and  instructors  were
angels—Apostles who had dwelt in the
flesh in the days of Jesus. He was in
a condition where he received testi-
monles and teachings from men that
the world did not receive; and he had
power to organize the éhumh in a
manner that all the Christian world
combined could not do. Why? Be-
cause a man, no matter how wealthy
or how learned, cannot give a thing
that he does not . They had
not power to organize this Church, be-
cause they did not possess the Priest.
hood. But Joseph Smith held that
Priesthood and had power to organize
the Church?

From that day until the present this
Church has continued to grow, in the
midat of persecution, in the mldet of
drivings and afflictions, in the midst
of death and destruction. Millions of
fallen spirites, with millions of the
human family, have been arrayed
against this Ohurch, but they have not
had power to destroy it. Why? Be-
cause God Almighty has ordalned it
to stand. The Lord has ordained
Zion to bebullt up. He has prociaimed
this through the mouths of inaspired
men, who spake as they were moved
upon by the Holy Ghost; and today

ou whoare here in this Tabernacle in

are testimonies of this before
heaven and earth. Thisis the reason
why the Preeldency can visit you to-
day. Itis the reason why Brother
Thatcher and Brother Merrill can
dwell in your midst, and why the
other A postles can visit you, without
being destroyed. Were it not in the
dispensation of the Almighty to carry
out this principle, you would not have
an Apostle to visit you; they would be
put to death, the same as those In other
dispensations have been. But the-Lord
has granted this privilege to you Lat-
ter-day Baints, feel to thank God
that we live in such a day, when we
have power to build up Zion and fulfil
the words of the Prophets. The inhabit-
ants of the earth have to be warned.
This is the reason why we are here;
whdy Brigtl'mn Young, John Taylor,
und the Twelve Apostles that have
filled their misslons have been able to
lie down in their beds, surrounded by
thelr wives and children, and give up
the ghost, leaving their bodles in the
handg of thelr friends to carry to the
tomb. These Apostles and Elders,
thousands and thousands of them who
are in the flesh in this day, would just
as readily lay down their lives as did
Peter and the Apostles in the days of
Christ, if called upon to doso, for the
word of God and the testimony of
Jesus Christ. But God has ordained
otherwise.

The Lerd haschosen the weak things
of the world to lead this people. Joseph
Smith was but & young man when he
died—not forty years of age. He lived
nearly fourteen years after the organi-
zation of this Church. President
Brigham Young followed him. Who
was Brigham Young? He was a

pnlnt.srnﬁ lazier. He wasa humble
mia, B e Lord calléd him to lead
this people. You know - Brigham
Young. You know what be has done,
and the spirit that was with him. The
Lord with him, and he continued
to lead W¥his plu%y the power of
God and by the revelations of Jesus
Chbrisf, He lald the foundation of a
Treat work in these mountains of
srael. Many strangers who have
recently visited us have marvelled and
wondered at Salt Lake City being laid
out In the manner it wus. I have told
them that I belped Brigham Young
lay out this city in the midst of sage-
brush, in 1847. There was not a
white man’s house then within a
thousand miles of us. What was
John Taylor? He wasa wood turner,
and he led the Church for quitea
time. Wilford Woodruff was a miller
and a farmer; that was about the high-
est ambition he ever arrived at, as far
as this world was concerned. ‘That is
about the way the Lord has chosen
these men. Why did He not choose
these Jearned and great men? As I
have often sald, He could not handle
them. God has always chosen the
weak things of the earth, He showed
Abraham, in hie day, the spirita that
dwelt in His presence, “and among all
these were many of the noble and
great onee;’’ and God sald upto
Abrahaw, ‘““These I will make my
rulers; * #* #* and he sald unto me,
Abraham, thou art one of them, thou
wast chosen before thou wast born.”
Abraham stood at the head of Israel in
the beginning. He is our great pro-
genitor. God raised up the Bavior
through the loins of Abraham.

The Latter-day Baints should not
get the 1dea that the Lord has forsaken
His people, or that He does not reveal
His mind and will; because such an
idea is not true, The Lord is with us,
and has been with us from the begin-
ning. This Church has never been
led a day except by revelation., And
He will never leave it. It matters not
who lives or who dies, or who is called
to lead this Church, they have got to
lead it by the inspiration of Almighty
God. If they do not do it that way,
they cannot do It at all. The Lord
will not fail in these last days, and He
will fulfil all that He has promised
through His Prophets and A postles,
until Zion arises in its ﬁry, and the
Bride, the Lamb’s wif& is prepared
for the coming of the greal ride-
groom.

I made some remarks last Bunday at
Brigham City upon this same princi-
gle—rsvahuon. Read the life of

righam Young and you cun hardly
find a revelation that he had wherein
he sald, “Thus saith the Lord;”’ but
the Holy (3host was with him; He
taught by inspiration and by revela-
tior; but with one exception he did not
jlm those revelatione in the form that

oseph did; for they were not written
and givem as revelationsand command-
ments to the Church in the words and
pame of the Bavior. Joseph said
“Thus saith the Lord”’almost every
day of his life in laying the foundation
of this work. But those who followed
him have not deemed it always ne-
ceasary to say ‘“Thus saith the Lord;”’
yet they have led the People b"the
power of the Holy Ghost; and if you
want to know what that is read the first
six verses of the 88th section of the Book

of Do e and Covgnnagls, where the
Lord Orson Hyde, Luke Johuson,
Lyman Johneon and William E. Mc-
Lellin to go outand preach the Gospel
to the people as they were movedsupon
by the Holy Ghost:

‘‘And whatsoever they shall speak
when moved upon by the Holy Ghost
shall be Seripture, shall be the will of the
Lord, shall be the mind of the Lord,
shall be the word of the Lord, shall be
the voice of the Lord, and the power of
God unto salvation.”

It is by that power that we have led
[erael. By that power President
Young ‘presided over and led the
Church. By the same power President
Jobn Taylor presided over and led the
Chuareh. And that is the way I have
acted, according to the best of my abil-
ity, In that capacity. I do 'not want
the Latter-day Baints t& understand
that the Lord is not with us, and that
He is not giving revelation- 0 us; for
He is giving us revelatioty and will
give us revelation until this scene is
wound uﬂ. ‘

I have had spme revelations of late,
and very important ones to me, and [
will tell you what the Liord hassaid to
me. Let me bring your mindsto what
is termed the manifesto. The Lord has
told me by revelation that there are
many members of the Church through-
out Zion who are sorely tried in their
hearts becawse of that manifesto, and
also because of-the testimony of the
Presidency oflMis Church and the
Apostles before the Master in Chance-
ry. Bince I recelved that revelation I
have heard of many who are tried in
these things, though I had not heard
of any beforethat, particularly, Now,
the Lord has commanded me to do one
thing, and I fulfilled that command-
ment at the conference at Brigham
City last Bunday, and I will do the
same here today. The Lord has told
me to ask the Latter-day Saints a

uestion, and He also toly me that if
they woald listen ' %o at I said to
them and answer the question put to
them, by the spirit and power of God,
they would allanswer alike, and they
would all belfeve alike with regard to
this matter. The question is this:
Which I8 the wisest course for the
Latter-day Baints to pursue—to con-
tinue to attempt to practice plural
marriage, with the laws of the nation
agaiost it and the opposition of sixty
millions of people, and at the cost of
the conflecation and loss of all the
Temples, and the stopping of all the
ordinances therein, both for the living
and the dead, and the imprisonment of
the First Presidency and Twelve and
the heads of famlies in the Church,
and the conflecation of personal prop-
erty of the peolpla (all of which of
themselves would stop the practice),
or after doing and suffering what we
have through our adherence to thie
principle to cease the practice and
submit to the law, and through doin
80 leave the Prophets, A postiea an
fathers at home, so thatthey can ic-
struct the people and satlend to the
duties of the Church, and algo leave.
the Temples in the hands of the Bainte,
80 that they can attend to the ordi-
nances of the Gospel, both for the liv-
lnﬁ‘and the dead?

The Lord showed me by vislon and
revelation exactly what would take
flsca if we did not slop this practice.

{ we had not stopped it, you would
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have had no ime fow® Brother;‘wnl}, flesh and saved many sould™ The demku his home has been in this * -
for Brother Edlefsen, for 'Brother|havedied and gbne to the spirit work: : b Lo

Roskelley,for Brother Lelshman, or for
any of the men in this temple at
Logany for all ordinauces would be
stopped throughout the land of Zion.
Confusion would reign throughout
Israel, and many men would be made
prisoners. This trouble would have
come upon the whole Church, and we
should have been compelled to stop the
practice. Now, the question 1is,
whether it should be stopped in this
manner, or in the way the Lord has
manifested to wus, and leave ﬂg:
Propheis and A postles and fathers
men, and the temples in the hands of
the peaojpla, 80 that the dead may be re-
deemed. A large number has already
been delivergd from the prison house
in the spirit world by this people, and
ehall the work go on or stop? This 1s
the question I lay before the Latter-day
Saints. Yow have to judge for your-
selves, I wapt you to answer jt fur
ourseives. I shall not answer it; but
gay to you that that is axactl’y the
condition weas a people would have
been in had we not taken the course we
have. ) F
I know there are a g many men,
and probably ssme leading men, in this
Church who have beep trled and felt
a8 though Presldent Woodruff had lost
the Spirit of God and was. sbout to
apostatize. Now, I want yougo under-
stand that he has not lgap the Rpirit,
por is he about to sroam The Lord
ls with him, and with this people. He
has told me exactly what to do, and
what the result would be if we did not
do it. I have been called upon by friends
»uteide of the Church and urged to take
some steps with regard to this matter.
l'hey knew the course which the Gov-
ernment were determined to take, This
feeling haa nlso been manifeated more
or less by membersdf the Church., I
saw exactly what wauld come to
If there was nof{ something done. 1
had th

have gpirit upon me
for a long time. But I want
to sauy thix: I should have let

all the ternples go out of our hands; 1
should have gone to prison myself,and
let every other man go there, had
not the God of heaven commanded me
‘0o do what I did do; and when the
sour came that I was commanded to
io that, it was all clear to me. I went
sefore the Liord, and I wrote what the
Lord told me to write. [ laid it before
ny brethren—such strong men as
Brother Geo. Q. Cannon, Biother Jos.
I, Smith, and the Twelve A postles, 1
night as well” undertake to turn ap
\rmy with banners out of its course as
0 turn them out of a course that they
sonsidered to be right. These men
wgreed with me, and ten thousand
Latter-day Balnts also agreed with me.
Why? Because they were moved upon
»y the Spirit of God and by the revela-
dons of Jesus Christ to do it.

I leavethis with you, for you to con-
emplate and consider. The Lord is
it work with us. He s doing things
1ere that you do not comprehend.
vViaks these matters a subject of
yrayer. Do not worry; do not feel bad
\bout them.

1 rejoice that God has revealed to us
be gospel. I rejoice [ live ina day
ind generation when we have the
Church of God on the earth. We
have had prophets and ;Foatlel among
ue, They have worked here in the

A

Joseph Bmith holde*the keys of this
dispensation. -He will hold ¢hem to
the endless ages of eternity, no.matter
who may | the Church uﬂ{him.
The Lord has &lvan ds power [0 come
here and build temples. We have
three temples ere in these n-
taine, and many of the dead hav# been
redeemed in them, and they will have
a part in the first resurrection. There-
fore, we ought to be thankful to the
Lord. We want to continue inthese
temples. We want them to be oo-
cupled by the Latter-day Baints,
We want our brethren and slsters to
continue to go there and redeem the
dead and bless the living. The Lord
will take care of you and your familles.
He will take care of Zion, and of this

eneration, and He will fulfil all that

e has rald.

T say, God bless you. And He will
bless you if you will hearken to His
counsels.

I want the Latter-day Saints to stop
murmuring and complaining at the
providence of QGod. Trust In God.
Do your duty. Remember your
prayers. Get falth in the Lord, and
take hold and build up Zion. Al
will be right. The Lord is going to
visit His people, and He I8 going to
cut His work short in righteousness,
leat no flesh should besaved. I say to
you, watch the signs of the times, and
prepare yourselves for that which is to
come. God bless you. Amen.

THE LATE ELDER P. 0. THOMASSEN

- ——

Elder Peter Olaf Thomasgen, who
departed this life at his residence in
the Eighteenth ward, this city, on
Wednesday, October 28, 1891, was
born In Drammen, Norway, August

PAs8 | 9o 1886. While quite a youth he

happened to hear a sermon preachea
by Elder Canute Peterson (now the
president of the Bunpete Stuke of Zion),
who at that time labored in Norway ae
vne of the two first Utah Elders who
E{reached the Goapgl in that country.
e and C. C. + Christensen,
the well-known poet and artist,
introduced the fulness of the Wospel
into Cbristlania, the capital of Nor-
way, where young P. O. Thomassen
was then emploggd. Being rather re-
ligiously inclined through the early
impressions made upon him by a good
and plous mother, he was at once deep-
ly impressed with the Bible doctrines
advanced by Elders Petersen and
Christensen, which soon ripened into
full conviction under the further teach-
ings of Elder Carl Widerborg, b
whom he was baptized June 9, 1854,
In April, 1866, he was called
by Heotor C. Haight, who then
presided over the Bcandinavian mis
sion, to aseist Elder Widerborg in the
Church publishing dligartment at Co-
penhagen, Denmark. Here he remRined
seven years, laboring astrapslator and
asslstant editor of Skandinagvien
Stjerne, and other publications. April
28, 1868, he left Denmark to emigrate
to Utab, crossing the Atlantic in the
ship “John J. Boyd,’’and the plains in
Captain Peter Nebeker’s ox traln, in
which Elder Thomassen drove an ox
team all the way across the plains.
He arrived in Balt Lake City Beptem-
ber 25, 1868, and from that time until

pondisg to a call of the Fimst
‘Presidency of the Chureh, left his
mountain honre May 17, 187¢, jp fill-a
mission to Scandioavis, and on arrival
at Copenhagen, Denmark, he was
again assigned to tha edilorial and
publishing department of the mission,
where he then labored two years and a
half. Hearrived home from this mis-
sion Bept. 26, 1872. Soon after his re-
turn he was employed by the Utah
Central Railroad Company, end re-
mained with that company until & few
months ago.

Elder Thomassen was the editor and
publisher of the first periodical ever
ublished in Utah in a foreign
anguage, namely the Utah Fosten,
which first made Its appearmnce Dec.
20, 1873, edited in the Danish-Nor-
weglan tongue. But owing to dull
times nnd the almost total absence of
money in the Territory, Elder Tho-
massen waa forced to suspend publica-
tion on the 5th of Beptember follow-
ing. In 1885, for several months, he
mapaged the editoris]l department of
Bikuben, published and owned
by A. W. Winberg, and in Sep-
tember of the same year he became
editor of Svenska Harolden, a weekly
newspaper started by a Swedish pub-
lishing company in Balt Lake City
four months previous. In order to
perform the editorial labors connected
with these positions, and at the same
time fill his position as olerk in the
em[rloy of the railway company, he
had to work much at night. In June
last he purchased the Ifiuben of its
former owner, and from that time un-
til his death he labored assiduously to
make his papera success, and among
other improvements made he doubled,

its size,

During many years of his earller life
Elder Thomassen labored zealously for
the development of harmony einglog
in the meetings of the Saints,
both in Bcandinaviaand Utah, and in
his leisure hours he copied thousands
of songs and distributed them through
the conferences in Denmark, Norway
and Sweden; and when suitable pieces
could not be found to certain popular
melodies, he wou'd com, hymns
himself—a fact of which the later edi-
tions of the Latter-day Baints’ Danish-
Norweglan hymn book bear ample
proof. Thus thelastedition of the book
named contains sixteen of his original
hymns, besides quite a number which
he translated fiom English.

At the time of his death Elder
Thomassen was a member of the thir-
teenth quorum of Beventies.

ANDREW JENSON.

BArLT LAKE CITY, Ooct. 20, 15891.

SOUTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE.

This Conference convened at Pacolet
Springs, Spartanburg county, South
Carolina, on Oct. 24th and 25th. The
m'ssionaries present were: J. Q.
Kimball (president of the Bouthern
Btates miseion), C. F. Emery (presi-
dent of Bouth Carolina oconference),
and traveling Elders H. 8. Tanner,
D. F. Tanper, H. 8. Phelps, J. 8. Lee,
D. 8. Wallace, H. Wallace, Richard
Parker and W. H. Allen,

was held on

A Priesthood meetl‘_tll%

Baturday morning. e Elders prc-



